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PREFACE 

A grant f rom the Ford Foundation made it poseible for  the author to 

c a r r y  out field r e sea rch  in spoken Tibetan in Darjeeling, West Bengal, 

India, during the period September 1953 to  March 1954. The material6 

presented in this study were collected during that period by working 

with Tibetan-speaking informants resident  in that a r e a .  The pamphlet 

wae completed in manuscript  in the summer  of 1954 and immediately 

accepted for  inclusion in the publications s e r i e s  of the P r o g r a m  in 

Oriental Languages of the American Council of Learned Societies; but 

publication was not undertaken immediately because of the typographic 

difficulties, which were  ultimately solved by the editor 's  lettering-in 

the Tibetan a s  well a s  doing the typewriter composition and editorial 

revision. The author was fortunate enough to  be fa r  removed f rom the 

scene of these l abors ,  s o  that his  f i r s t  and l a s t  obligation with respect  

to  the present  publication consisted in reading the page-proofs. It was 

fortunately not necessary  to  undo any of the editor 's changes, most  of 

them minor ,  which on the whole improved the clarity of presentation 

a s  well a s  harmonizing this with another of my publications (see the 

note to  3.21). 

The author's appreciation i s  a l so  due t o  P ro fessor  Mary R. Haas,  

of the University of California, both for  the original suggestion out of 

which this  work grew, and for  the training and encouragement which 

made i t s  completion possible. Mention must  a l so  be made of the patience 

and cooperation of m y  Tibetan informants,  without which my fieldwork 

in India could not have been c a r r i e d  out. 

International Christ ian University 
Tokyo, Japan 
September,  1955 

Roy Andrew Miller 
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1. PHONEMES AND SYMBOLS 

1.01 The Tibetan sys tem of writing is an alphabetic scr ip t  on syllabic 

principles, based upon an Indic prototype, perfected in the ninth cen- 

tury, and since then used in Tibet for  a variety of purposes. Though 

chiefly known to  the Occident a s  the scr ip t  in which the Tibetan t r a n s  

lation and recension of the Buddhist canon has  been transmit ted,  i t s  

use ,  both in the past and a t  the present  t ime ,  i s  by no means res t r ic ted  

to the religious domain: it  i s  the sys tem of writing employed for  any 

purpose for which a scr ip t  is needed, f rom newspapers to  billboards. 

1.02 By omission and addition the Indic prototype upon which the Tibet- 

an sys tem was based, was adjusted to  the facts  of the Tibetan language 

of the t ime;  but even today th is  s a m e  script  s t i l l  s e rves  a s  an efficient 

and compalatively unambiguous method of writing even a language a s  

f a r  removed f rom ninth-century Tibetan a s  the dialect of Central  Tibet 

has  come to  be. The present  work i s  a synchronic description of the 

Tibetan sys tem of writing, a s  i t  operates in present-day usage,  with 

respect  to  this Central  Tibetan colloquial. 

1.03 Since it  is a living language with which we a r e  concerned h e r e ,  and 

with the method by which it  i s  customari ly written by i t s  speakers ,  we 

must begin with a skeleton statement of the phonemic sys tem of Central 

Tibetan (CT). 

1.1 CT has  44 segmental and suprasegmental  phonemes, a s  follows: 

1.11 35 segmental consonant phonemes (C): a voiceless unaspirated: 

a voiceless aspi ra ted ,  a voiced unaspirated stop, and a voiced nasa l ,  

each, a t  the labial (p ph b m), dental (t th  d n) ,  palatal (1 t_h d IT) ,  and 

velar  (k kh g IJ) art iculatory positions; the stops a s  just l is ted,  but not 

the nasa ls ,  a t  the re t rof lex  (1 th d)  position; the same ,  in palatal 

(tH tBh d ~ )  and alveolar  (ts t sh  dz)  affrication; alveolar ( s )  and palatal 

( H )  sp i rants ,  both voiceless; glottal stop ( 7 )  and spirant (h), both voice- 

less ;  voiced and voiceless aspi ra ted  l a t e ra l s  (1 %) and flaps (r  f ) ,  and 

voiced labial  (w) and palatal (y) semivowels. 



ph th tsh fh  t_h tBh kh 

1.12 7 segmental vocalic phonemes (V): 

1.13 2 euprasegmental fea tures  of tone (T): a high fea ture ,  he re  

unmarked, and a low fea ture ,  he re  marked by a grave accent ('); 

thus: la  [high tone], 18 [low tone]. 

1.14 The syllable of CT ie of the shape CVT(C); that i s ,  each syllable 

has  one initial consonant-phoneme, one vowel, and one tone; but there 

may be one final consonant o r  none. There  a r e  no C o r  V c lus ters ,  nor 
,<, , . 

doe8 V ever  appear without initial C. 

1.2 The scr ip t  u s e s  the following 34 symbols: 

1.21 5 double -value stop-consonant symbols: 

Symbol Used t o  wr i te  

9 k' g' [Unless tone-sandhi has operated (as  it 
does in compounds: s e e  3.123f), the tone 

'F t' d' i s  low in a syllable whose initial conso- 
nant i s  written with one of these symbols. 

a p' b' The ambiguity with respect  to  voicing i s  
c leared  up by the use of p resc r ip t s  or  

E tg' d ~ '  superscr ip ts  o r  both when the initial con- 

& 
sonant i s  voiced: details in 2.113 f f . ]  

ts '  dz' 

1.22 5 single -value stop-consonant symbols: 

"I k [Since our t ranscript ion indicates high 
tone by writing nothing, in contrast  to  

5 t the ' which wr i t e s  'low tone', the lack 
of accent-mark in  this  l i s t  i s  significant: 

u P the  u s e  of one of these  symbols for the 
initial consonant of a syllable positively 

6 tB signifies high tone,  and we indicate the 

d 
same fact h e r e  by writing no further  

t s  m a r k  with our t ranscript ion of the stop.] 



1.23 5 aepirated- atop-coneonant eymbole: 

Cd ph 

a; t l h  

d teh 

[In CT,  eyllahlee beginning with an 
aepirated etop all have high tone; 
hence a single eet of eymbole will 
suffice for thie eer iee  of coneonante, 
while two se t s  a r e  provided and used 
for  the unaepirated-stop eer iee  t o  get 
a eimple indication of phonemic tone, 
ae  lieted above in  1.21 and 1.22.1 

1.24 6 continuant -coneonant eymbole: 

U 9' [Since theee symbols a r e  ambiguous 
a s  to  tone, the tone of the eyllable 

n n' requi res  a different so r t  of indcation.  
As remarked in 2.12, the favorite eort  

m m'  of tone-indication then i s  the uee of 
prescr ip t  and euperscript  l e t t e r s ,  

iT IT' called 'silent' becauee they signify no 
segmental phoneme nowadays, whatever 

1 1' their  fo rmer  o r  etymological value may 
have been (which is often queetionable 

r r '  because of the i r  new modern function).] 

1.25 4 eibilant-consonant symbols: 

N s 

1.26 5 miscellaneous symbols: 

1.27 4 overt vowel-symbols: 
9 ... ... . . . i [The dotted rectangle h e r e  indicates the cons* ... nantal writing above (for i e o) o r  below (for u )  

?. . . . which the vowel-symbol i s  placed; absence of 
... e ... any vowel-symbol spel ls  'a'. These five values 

may be a l te red  by various conventions detailed - . . . ... 0 ... l a t e r  on; for  instance, many e syllables lack 
any vowel-symbol, a s  if the vowel were  a ,  and 

. ... . . the e value i s  signalled by silent consonant- . . . u symbols written a s  finals; and by s imi lar  
G t r icks  the o and u symbols s e r v e  for  I )  and u.] 



1.31 The coneonant-eymbole a r e  written 80 that they seem to hangfrom 

an imaginary line, which ie  to a great  extent made into a rea l  line of 

dote and dashes by the lining-up of the bare  and.dots which form the 

top par t  of the majori ty of eymbole; the syllable-ending point (teheg: 
d 

1.34) ale0 fall8 in this line: W U ) N ~ ~ T . & C ' ~ ~ C ' ~ ~ C V ~  1 
. . 

The l a s t  mark  in this  example i s  the sentence -finacpunc&ation -mark. 

This part icular  sentence i s  extraordinary,  for  a sentence of such 

length, in not containing a single example of subscript  o r  superscript 

writing. A consonant-eymbol may be written below or  above another 

consonant symbol. A symbol written below another ie  called a s u b  

ecript.  The two subscript  symbols and a r e  ueually thought of a s  

the abbreviated fo rms  of the symbols \ [r]  a n d q  [y] respectively; 

they a r e  common and important because they a r e  the normal means of 

converting other symbols into symbols for re t rof lex  o r  palatal conso- 

nante. Other subscr ip ts  and superscr ip ts  may be thought of a s  'silent 

l e t t e r s '  which, whatever their  etymological values may have been, 

today have significances ranging f rom z e r o  to  indication of tone o r  of 

voicing (as detailed below, beginning a t  2.111). A few of the consonant 

symbols requi re  a l i t t le  prac t i se  t o  recognize when in subscript posi- 

tion; t h u s y  under becomes ; but in general  these ligatures a r e  '1 3 
not confusing, and a t  any ra te ,  a t  l eas t  one example of each i s  given 

below. The symbol 4 ,  called wAsur, usually spoken of a s  the subscript 

abbreviation of g, has no function in the writing of the language, ex- 

cept for  a few cases  where i t  s e r v e s  a s  a m a t e r  lectionis for  the vowel 

'a'. The spelling of words using it  must  therefore  be memorized.  Thus, 

'hot', but ' sal t ' ,  both phonemically t sha .  
4 

1.32 Symbols written above other consonant symbols a r e  called super- 

scr ip ts .  Thus N superscr ip t  to  gives . Note t h a t 5  in super- 

scr ip t  position i s  slightly abbreviated to  s , except above 9 ; thus 5 
superscr ip t  t o 9  gives 41 , but t o  9 gives . It i s  always the t o p  

most  consonantal symbol that hangs f r o m  the standard writing-line, no 

mat ter  whether i t  is iteelf significant and has  a subscript ,  o r  i s  on the 

other hand superscr ip t  t o  the segmentally significant consonant-symbol. 

However, no ambiguity i s  poseible in the regular  spellings: given a pile 

g , the r eader  always knows (a) that x is always a superscr ip t  t o  what i s  

under i t ,  o r  (b) that z i s  one of a known se t  of subscr ip ts ,  o r  e l se  (c) 

that is a fami l iar  a rb i t r a ry  combination; see  2.15Uff for  the details. 



1.33 In addition, a coneonant -eymbol, called 'preecript ' ,  with auxiliary 

significance o r  none, may be written before the initial-coneonant epel- 

ling; and consonant-symbols called 'postecripte' may appear at  the end 

of the syllable with auxilary significance o r  none. The sentence in 1.31 

begins with a eyllable epelled lgs with no overt vowel. S i n c e q  never 

i s  used a s  a preecript,  i t  must be the initial-consonant spelling, and 

with no vowel overtly symbolized we read la(ge) o r  la(ge). Now the 

8 i s  clearly a postscript and i s  silent; but the g i s  called a 'final' PI 
although i t ,  too, i s  silent in this word: la. The last  eyllable of the eew 

tence has a silent final 5 d with the auxiliary function of indicating that 

the vowel-signY stands for 6 rather than o. The fourth syllable i s  

the only one with a prescript  in this eentence; the fact that i s  pre- 1 
script is obvioue f rom the placement of the vowel-sign below the t rue  

initial coneonant-symbol, and the syllable is to  be read a s  t h q  with 

final $ pronounced a s  usual: it is not one of the l i s t  of eilent finals. 

1.34 Each written syllable is followed by a written point, called ' 
9 

teheg, which falls on the writing-line f rom which the coneonant-symbals 

depend; it i s  cuetomarily written (although we do not follow the custom) 

after any consonant-symbol o r  sequence of symbols cited in diecussion 

or listed o r  used (as we use A, B, C,  6c) a s  sequence-labels instead of 

numerals, and so  on: in short ,  i t  is not customary to write a consonant- 

symbol before an open space without insulating it with a t  least  a tsheg. 

In text,  the tsheg may be thought of a s  a single symbol writing the 

several  junctures of the language, but i ts  only practical significance is 

that i t  cuts the syllablee apar t  for  the reader  and enables him to spot 

the prescripts  and postscripts. The conclueion of the longer grammat- 

ical unite of text i s  marked by a vertical rule,  called jqy Be, which 

is doubled after  the longest grammatical units,  where it corresponds 

roughly to sentence-final open juncture and phrase-final melody. It may 

be written four t imes  11 11 , for  example a t  the end of a chapter; and in 

poetry two rules end each verse .  ~ i e  the text below, 4. 



2. BASIC PRINCIPLES O F  SPELLING 

2.1 Initials a r e  written ei ther  by the use of simple symbols, a s  p k h a  

'mouth', o r  by combinations of symbols, a s  4 cJ8 'hundred'. Note 5- 
that since. ae  s tated above. CT has  no consonan? c lus ters .  anv com- . , 

7;*' p' 
bination of consonant symbols in initial (or final) g s i t l o n  represents  

simply a single initial (or final) consonant-phoneme. Since tones a r e  

indicated by the part icular  method employed to  wri te  these initial phcp 

nemes-by choosing among spellings which would represent  the same 

coneonant-phoneme-the writing of tones may most  conveniently be 

t rea ted  together with that of the initials themselves.  

2.11 Stops 

2.111 In general ,  voiceless stops followed by low tones ,  i.e. k' t '  p' tS' 

t s '  f '  r', a r e  written with the double-value stop-consonant symbols 

used without p resc r ip t s  o r  superscr ip ts ,  k' t' p' tB' t s '  being written 

by the symbols 7 . 7 , 4 , , <, alone, while t '  i s  written by any 

of , 5 , o r  4 with , subscript ,  thus: 
, \ . , and L' by the 

symbol V) with subscript ,  thus: 3 . This general  principle, of writ- 

ing the retroflex stop consonants with consonant symbols plus \ sub- 

scr ip t ,  and the palatal consonants with consonant symbols plus t sub- 

scr ip t ,  applies throughout below, and will be ci ted hereafter  simply a s  

Rule One. 

2.112 Voiceless stops followed by high tones,  i .e.  k t p tS t s  f t_ ,  a r e  

written with the single -value stop-consonant symbols,  used  either with 

o r  without p resc r ip t s  and super sc r ip t s ,  and with subscripts  according 

to  Rule One (2.111). Lf t he re  i s  no prescr ip t  nor superscr ip t ,  this gives 

us the spellings 9 k ,  5 t ,  LJ p,  6 tg, < t s ,  t h ree  retroflex-stop 

spellings TtJ , f ,  t ,  and the palatal-stop spelling $. Superscript 

and prescr ip t  symbols do not a l t e r  these values,  nor even change the 

nl sJ tone; thus: ifi , , , , U q  , 43 , all  equal '7 k' 

2.113 The voiced stops,  always followed by low tone except under con- 



ditione of tone-sandhi, i.e. g' d' b' dt' &' d' d', a r e  written with the 

double-value stop-consonant eymbols used with preecripte o r  euper- 

~ c r i p t e  o r  both, and with the neceseary eubecripte according to Rule 

One (2.111), e.g. Pq 7' g l ,  Llg's, I J ~ ~ Z A ,  etc. Hence the desig; 

nation 'double-value consonant symbols' for , , 5 , , <, 
since they a r e  a lso  used (without preecripte o r  euperecripte) to wri te  

the voiceless stops of CT (2.111). 

2.114 The aspirated stops kh, th, ph, tEh, teh, th, th, which a r e  alwaye 

accompanied by the high tone (unmarked in our tranecription), a r e  

written with the aspirated-stop consonant-eymbols p ,  0 , a , 5 , 
< , with the neceesary subscripts  according to Rule One, s o  that @ 

has the three  normal spellings p ,  1 . , and t ie  written . Here  19 
again (as in 2.112) prescr ip ts  and superecripte make no difference. 

2.115 The - subscript  with labial-stop symbols givee al ternate e y m  

bole for palatal affr icates (not, a s  might be expected, etope etc.),  

thus: ZJ p' ,% t3'; TJ p. LJ tg; CQ p h . s t E h ;  compare the normal 
t 

symbols for these th ree  in 2.111, 2.112, and 2.114 reepectively. And 

&J m plus, gives &J fi, an al ternate to  9 if (2.12 below). 

2.12 The continuants IJ n m fi 1 r a r e  written with a single se t  of s y n r  

bols which, unlike the stop-symbols, have no tone-implication; and 

here  the use  of prescr ip ts  and superscr ip ts  makes  the difference be- 

tween high and low tone, instead of signifying voice (as in 2.ll3) o r  

nothing (2.112 and 2.114). With low tone the re  i s  no p resc r ip t  nor super- 

script:  g ' ,  i n', iJ m',  3 ( o r :  2 . 1 1 5 )  l ' r  Any pre- 

script  o r  superscr ip t  signifies high tone instead. Subscript h e r e  is 

r a r e ,  and unrelated to the pronunciation. 

2.13 The sibilants s and 5 with high tone a r e  written W 8 ,  8 ;  with '9 
low tone 3 s ' ,  B) B';  and p resc r ip t s  and superscr ip ts  have no effect. 

2.14 The voiceless la tera l  T and flap f , the glottal stop 9 and glottal 

spirant h ,  and the semivowels w and y, a r e  written in a variety of 

fashions, the most  important of which a r e  l i s ted  below. Note that T and 

f a r e  always accompanied by high tone. The most  usual writing of h 

i s  c, , and the tone i s  not indicated. The s a m e  symbol with \ s u b  

script  i s  the usual spelling for  the voiceless flap: f .  On the other 

hand, the 5 h i s  itself subscript  to rl) 1 in the usual spelling for the 

voiceless lateral :  '4 r.  The usual symbol for  7 is , but the  tone i s  '3 
not indicated (as with h); and in addition, seve ra l  combinations of other 



consonant-symbols a r e  ueed to epell (2.421). Besides i ts  proper sYm- 

bol , w is  written with the double-value labial stop aymbol 4, 
especially in grammatical morphemes (3 below) but also in a few full 

words (2.413); no simple rule fo r  the tones can be stated. The usual 

writing for y' ie w ,  and for y [high tone] i s  V \ q  , but others a r e  

found (2.517). 

2.15 The prescr ip ts ,  superscr ip ts ,  subscripts (and postscripts: 2.5), 

wherever the above statements allow for variety in the writing of one 

and the same phonemic shape (and that ie in nearly every detail), 

just have to be memorized word by word; there  is no rule to guide in 

their usage. The following l i s t s  give the varioue combinations of initial 

consonant symbols used, and the initial consonant phonemes symbolized 

by them. In conformity with Tibetan pract ise ,  we read each spelling 

with the vowel a ,  the vowel that is normally indicated by absence of 

overt vowel-symbol. Most of these a r e  genuine Tibetan syllables; every 

one would be, given appropriate vowels and finale. Here  'A' means that 

this initial-consonant spelling implies low tone. Plain 'a' of course 

normally means that high tone is implied by this  initial-consonant spel- 

ling; but see  2.14 for  the possibilities of ambiguity with the 'miscellan- 

eous' initials. 

2.1511 7 symbols with subscript , : 1 3 ta ,  2 fl tha. 3% is. 

4 . 3  tBa, 5 3  t l ha ,  6 s  tB2, 7 3  fiA. 

2.1512 11 symbols with subscript \ : 1 , 2 5  , 3 t a ;  4 [Q , 

5 4 ,  6 g t h a ;  7 3 ,  8 ,  9 g t A ;  l o y s a .  l l 9 f a .  

2.1521 6 symbols which may appear superscript  t o  ';U : 2 3 .  

2.1522 15 symbols and combinations which may appear with super- 

script: 1 ka,  2 3  t a ,  3 d\ g2, 4 ad&, 5 gal  6 &&; 7 $ 0  

8 3 f i a ;  9 5 ta ,  10 5 d2, 11 f na,  12 a bill 1 3 a  ma ,  14 g t s a .  

15 d z ~ .  

2.1523 10 symbols which may appear with superscript :  1 ka ,  =I 
q g a l  3 p a . 4 g  tBa, 5 'lldZa, 6w ta,  7 d l ,  8 q p a ,  qu bh, 

E 5 T 4  a 



2.1524 21 eymbole and combinatione which may appear with q auper- 

7 H , 

na,  1 4 N  pa, 
4 

4 
2.1531 11 eymbole which may appear with preacr ip t  LJ\ : 1 LJIa t l a ,  

2.1532 15 eymbole and combinatione of eymbole which may appear with 

preacript  : 1 57 ka. 2 T z g ;  3 \q , 4 5Z.J (a; 5 \Zll gP. 

6 5 3 ~ ~ ;  7 qq . 8 @. 9 q C ; g a O  10 TlJ pa. 11 5L.J tna. 

12 Z;q wa or ?h.  13 5 Q y a .  14 54 l5 53- 
2.1533 45 aymbole and combinations of eymbole which may appear with 

preecript  4 : 1 n q .  ~ z J ~ F ( .  3 ~ ~ i f k a ;  4 ~ q .  5 n q .  

64W gh; 7 U C .  8 L J w  ga; 9 a 5  . 10 ac . 
9 c: / 

'La9 8 

lZnY t a ;  
1 3 a 5  D 1 4 a 5  , I S a w ,  1 6 4 H ,  1 7 ; 4 3  &; 7 5 -a . 19 UN n a ;  2 0 a d .  21 U )  . 2 2 ~ ~  t e a ;  23 ~gdei; 
3 

24 44 tBa. 25 4c dZ2; 2 6 q  
2+ 2,  2 7 r J &  2 8 a q  l a ;  

29a3 30u3 _ul 3 3 a 3 i n N d 2 ;  3 2 a \ , 3 3 =  fia; 3 4 a  

3 5 A N  t a ;  3 6 9 9  . 37 a N  G ;  38 9 N  . 39 Z T q  e a ;  
73 

40 n3 s a ,  4 i q q  Ha. 42 q 9 . 44 a 1; 45 A N  la. 
tU ' 'U 

2.1534 15 symbols and combinations with prescriptJJ  : 1 bJ [D kha, 

2 4 P l h a .  3Y[Q tha. 4 X J 7 g h .  5 YZSJG. 6 d T q  g. 7 a L ; p a .  

8=& "ha. 9 6 1 6  dE2. 10 AJ3 fia. 11 dJ a tha. 12 a 5 dA, 
13 4 q na,  14 a d t s h a .  15 aJ g d . 2 .  

2.1535 19 symbols and combinations with p resc r ip t  7 :  1 q$ kha. 



2.2 Vowels. 

2.21 The vowel a is written covertly, by using any consonant-symbol or 

any of the above combinations of consonant - 8 y mbols in syllable -initial 

position, without any of the overt vowel symbols. The vowel a i s  thus 

commonly said to be inherent in all the consonant-symbols. 

2.22 The vowels i ,  o and u a r e  written overtly, by using respectively 

the symbols fi , -and the f i re t  two a s  superscripts  to, the last 

one as a subscript to, that consonant-symbol (or combination with s u b  

script o r  superecript o r  both) which spells the initial consonant of the 

syllable: that i s ,  not with its prescript  if there  is any. This placement 
-A 

can therefore occaeionally distinguish between words: qq thg, but 

5 6 0 .  
2.23 The vowel e i s  written either with the overt  symbolN a s  a super- 

script to the initial-consonant spelling, o r  else by adding, in written 

syllable-final position, either the symbol 5 o r  the symbol 4 to a 

spelling without overt vowel-symbol (which would otherwise signify the 

vowel a: 2.21); in this case ,  the symbol has a double function, writ- 4 
ing not only the vowel e l  but a lso  the final consonant n, while \in 

this position is 'silent'. Note also that when i and e a r e  written with 

the overt symbols b and . the additional writing of 5 (or : 2.24) 

in written eyllable-final position i s  unrelated t o  any feature of the 

language. 

2.24 The vowels 6 and tl a r e  written in various ways, a l l  of which con- 

s is t  in principle of a modification of an o o r  an  u ,  respectively, writ- 

ten a s  above, by writing an additional consonant-symbol immediately 

following the initial-consonant spelling with its-or v* These conso- 

nant symbols may be 7 , QJ , or  N , in which case  their  only function 

i s  to write,  in conjunction with the syrnbols40r -, the vowels 6 o r  

tl, o r  the symbol , which then has  a double function: writing the final 

n a s  well a s  indicating that the vowel is 6 o r  ti.  Additional specialized 

ways of writing e ,  6, and il a r e  dealt with in 3.14 below. 

2.3 Finals. 

2.31 Final b, g, m ,  p ,  n a r e  written with q o r  qW, or  Tw, a 
o r  aJN , or  Gy, and 5 (see 2.24 for  the effect of final 5 upon 

vowel-readings). Final r and 1 a r e  written with 5 and (but see  

2.24 for  the effect of final written [normally silent] upon vowel-rea* 



ings; there is a certain amount of f r e e  variation in CT a s  fa r  a s  mor- 

phemes ending in ti and 6 a r e  concerned: such forms often have paral- 

lel formr,  used in f r e e  variation, of the ehape -ul, -ur ,  and -01, -or ,  

e.g. l y w ~  or y-&l in f ree  variation 'country'). Final a ,  r a r e  in CT, 

i s  spelled irregularly: 3.26 (written ie silent: see  above). 

2.32 Certain syllables with the vowel a and no final consonant-phe 

neme a r e  written with a final ; then it i s  obvious that the precedrng 1 
consonant -symbol epells the initial-consonant phoneme of the syllable 

and another consonant-symbol before i t  must be a p r e s c r i p t : & J ~ ~ k h a  

'sky', and if the initial-consonant symbol i s  one that could also have 

been a final-consonant symbol (2.31) ambiguity has been prevented by 

this device: 54) tag '1'. qI3)y gA 'virtue', for the reader knows that 

Q, would have been used if possible, eo that 57 cannot be gA (see 

above, 2.22, for the absence of ambiguity with other vowels than a).  

2.4 The regular operation of the above stated basic spelling principles 

i s  shown by examples below, arranged so a s  to display f i r s t  (2.411-.421) 

the spellings for initials and tones and incidentally the related final 

consonants, and then (2.51-. 54) the spellings for  vowels and final con- 

sonants. The l i s ts  he re  show all  the phonemic contrasts of CT in 

regular spellings (thought not with al l  possible prescr ip ts ,  subscripts ,  

and superscripts:  2.1511-.1535); i r regular  spellinge, especially those 

required in certain form-classes ,  will follow thereafter (3.). 

2.411 Velars. 

ka ZJqy 'order '  kaq 7 '  'foot' 

q 'where' k g  q( c 'full up' 

kha PT' 'mouth' k h q  PC;* 'room' 

9"' 
' saddle' A 'hillock' 

P. 2 'five' k& 
I 

'dress '  

92  c' 'I' gi \** 'have to' 

pembi  q'a'  ' reward' 

gemba 5.4' 'bad' 
mag 5a9' 'war' 
mag bJ 4)' 'bridegroom' 



2.412 Dentals. 

tag ZJ5c 'spend, send' tag Y * ' t iger' 
thap af. 'a plain' thag iq). ' spiderweb'  

'meet 
expenditures' dag 47q' 'I' 

5' 'horse'  na ?* ' ear '  

t i  7' 'now' nh 5. 'if' 

tha afl7' 'border'  nag q q c ' g i v e '  

dh J+Jly ' arrow'  nap qq 'house' 

4. ' 'arranging9 pan 'previously' 

d6n UK,Tq 'seven' 
U 

tshen d4' 'night' 12n qT 'reply' 

2.413 Labials. 

p6 6 'incense' pha 4. 'father ' 
Y .  

pb 'Tibet' ba 514 'witch' 
I 

PG g' 'son' m a  h' 'wound' 

b i ~  7s' 'worm' 
C\ 

ma w' 'not' 

piwag a* aC 'guitar' nam 3qN' plural marker  

i a m  J.J3J,Ja 'along with' 

l am  2.J 4' 'road' 

'light' ?qq* 'near to' 

gab (2)qN' 'foot' labllub - ( q r a a l w h i s p e r '  

2.414 Dental affricates. 

a &* 'mountain 
peak' tat3 gy lcliscusa' 

tshe % 'life' tsho 'lake' 

t s a r  cq ' to the root' tsag &f;. 'consequently' 

tahar &% 'finish' t s h y  g ~ '  'nest' 

ghdzt3 c,$q'(3.14. .24) 'our' 
4 

tshom &&J* 'be annoyed' 

t ~ h a n d z b  ' t reasurer '  dzirn l<q N' '::semblrd9 



2.415 Palatal affricatee. - 
tB2 'do' tBhe dk ' tusks' 

tEi  3' 'bird'  t l ap  'willow' 

teha a* 'speech, 
portion' t B h q  &c 'beer '  

'visit  a JJiJE4' superior' &aq g E a . ' a c q u i r e '  

tau q.6' 'ten' tl* ' 'become' 
u u 

ti3hu &' 'water '  t B h q  &c 'emal l '  
u u 

2.416 Retroflex etope. 

N' 'hair  of head' yU a' ' incarnation' :: iv 'monk' thU Q w. 'bathe' 

'enemy' 42 If )I]' 'enlke'  
L 

'Chumbi 
Val1 e y ' rag qrrl' 

2.417 Palatals.  
\ 

ke sw' 'born' fh6 g5- 'you' - 
&i 57' 'happy' yab 7 ' to fan' 

$hi 'dog' ~ a b  w4- 'father' 

3 'of' yib T g ~ ~ " f i g u r e '  

fii 93~' 'two9 ylniaq YT*av c\ ‘but still '  

2.418 Sibilants 
4 

80 w.. 'tooth' 

g 'eat 1 '  

s e r  q$Jq 'gold' 

2.419 Latera ls .  

'cough' 

l b  QJw 'year '  
d 
a m '  

'O 9 ' south' 

~a q' 'mushroom' 

'hat' 

'death' 

'four' 

'wage' 

'mountain pa s 8' 

'god' 



lhn Nq* 'anewer'  'a patch' 

fial ?ma ' l ie down' thil  ~4 qw 'palm of handp 
9 9 

rlril qW.qnJ' 'round' 881 19 w* 'place, put' 

2.420 Flape. 

rhrJ -a 'self' srlr 3 'pension' 
u > 

f y 9 <' 'bachelor' 'leave' 

p a r p a r n q ~ ~  'from t ime 
t o  t ime'  

the 
purpose of' 

2.421 Glottale. , 

'alcoholic 4 
spi r i t s '  ?orog w8<To 'crow [bird]' 

hat lag qv&C 'very'  

72pha Zq '4' 'father '  halam 6*QJ.Jg 'almost '  
/ 

?bma Mv&J' 'mother '  hakt3 * 'under etand' 
7/ 

?Ppo 5Qq-4' 'poverty' hor gq 'Tbrlcs' 

2.5 Next we may inspect the following examples of spellings of vowels 

and finals,  a r ranged,  unlike the l i s t s  immediately above, by spellings; 

these,  together with the examples presented above, complete the pre- 

sentation of the regular  operation of the scr ip t .  

....5,.....9\, "..9(N , . . . . 
, 

. . . . &, 
, 2.51 ""5 [no vowel-symbol], 

5 : l e  27 'purpose'; ".'q : gag U 9 T 6 k e e p ' ,  nag 7 5 q ' ' y a k  (and 

other l a rge  animals)'; ""TW : lag U&D\N.'lost', l ag  UaqN' 'read'; 

: t eam 'about, roughly'; '"'bJN : n a m  a % q W '  'grasping', 

kham FSN' 'Kham'; "'*? : t sen  q<qq 'mi schief -making spir i t  [of a 

lama who has died without attaining salvation]', i 2 n  q(;)q' 'other', 

2.52 
c r t \ Q  

, q. q ,  --.-w. 
5 : r s i  amqq ' royal  administration';  9q : t l g  q%q"one', 

\ 
a g t e n  ? ~ L I \ . $ ~  ' the world'; "aN : tehachim &w-aa3Wv 

\ a 
' religious customs o r  laws'; nq : t2min.n~ YaJq-q* 'otherwise'; 



m + 
: * n&rG 'diligence', sigma YG*&Jn 'daugh- 
3 - 

ter'; hq : t n b a  $ ~ ' ~ ~ ' b o ~ ,  child', t s i  %wa'recognized as' .  

::::a .... 
: 4db aNa a' 'attaining (to rank, degree)'; ::::a\: thug 8 7' 

U 3 4 .... e L 
dnoodle~ ' ,  lobthug aQ'3q9' student'; :::: qq : tBh6ag &'a~(f~'  

U u - 
dcatcchetical examination'; ::::a : sum 9\q&J"three ' ;  ::I: : l h ~  

w U G 

q9c ;.government; school of religious speculation'; ::::m .... :  BY^ 
u 7% * s a y i n g ;  1::: rl]: bii ~ ~ I Q u o f f e r ' ,  rhru I;q'\nJ'6rotten', 

V 
.... 
U U 

fufu 3  ragged, threadbare'; ::::a : d T a " t i r n e ,  when'. 
-3 U 

, ""a. 
\ \ 5 :  Bi? q$yZ;'being afraid of', t s e g ?  'play', QS gpy  'forget! 

\ \ "'bJN : sem ~ ~ N " m i n d 9 ;  3'q : t ~ h e n 2 7  'great'; ) :  the. 

+--' 4 v +  
I .-.q, ";rJW. q. --q, q. 

matters); 

'life9; 

+ 
: tBh6 gq*'rel igion.  esp. the Buddhist dharma; book; sermon'. 



3 .  SPECIAL AND IRREGULAR SPELLINGS 

3.0 In 2. above we have seen the baeic conventions by which the eym- 

bole of the Tibetan ecript a r e  employed to write the language. Now we 

muet coneider certain exceptions to  these principles, eome completely 

o r  fairly coneietent writings for  a particular form-class ,  others cover- 

ing only a few words o r  a eingle word. 

3.1 There a r e  important orthographic exceptions to 2 .  for certain fo rm-  

classee.  

3.U The tautological noun-extender -pa a, -bil a, -wA is said to be 

properly written U'af ter  7 ,  5 ,  3.  4, &J, and FJ, and elsewhere qw; 
and the actor-euffix -po oo -bb a, -wb and the tautological aqj ective- 

extender -po a, -bb a, -wb a r e  similarly said t o  be properly written 

&ter 7,  \ 5 ,u  ,Y , and q, and ~ l s e w h e r e ;  but in current  

usage these o r t  ographic conventions a r e  not well observed, ae the 

examples will show. Note that,  as stated below (3.221), i t . i s  the basic 

fo rm of the preceeding morpheme that is written before these suffixes 

and extender.. Thue: lagpa wq'$1' 'hand', gbmba 9 9'4' 'senior in 

age o r  rank', gbgba TG$N'L]'danger', d b a  

vb3. # Ua4* 'a living incarnation (of someone)', mrltowa 
U 

beggar', @wa rlmpotBhe &U~~.LJ*\~'P~ 'the D d a i  Lama', &wa 
e 

3 '4' 'moon, month', c$&mbo wq4'LJ' 'guest9,  dilgpo ry + .- U 
ing', magbo a C,'u 'many9, biwo vq c~ 'male witchp, G b o  + 
~ ~ ' ~ *  'kingJ. 

3.12 The numbers of CT constitute a form-class  characterized by a 

great deal of morphologically determined morpheme-alternation. The 

spellings for  this set of forms a r e  full of i r regu la r  features.  



3.121 Units. 
C\ 

'Ten' i s  t l u  o r  tButhambA a6'a&Jg~'. The fo rm  thamba 'and no 
4 

more' may be added at  will to the expressions for 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 

60, 70, 80, and 90; it is in each case  written the eame. 

3.122 Tens. 

Here note the complex shape of the morpheme for 'lo', and i t s  spel- 

lings, especially in '15' and '18'. 

3.123 Decades. In each decade, the multiple of '10' is formed by prc- 

fixing a simple decade-morph to  an allomorph of t l u  '10'. with the 

optional addition of thambb (3.121). The simple decade-morphs a r e :  

60: @g SPJ' 
30: sum qa' 
40: fib 

50: gab w '  
C 

Here the allomorphs of 'lo' a re :  Hu 9 ' w i t h  'LO', elsewhere t l u  

throughout, but this t l u  is written 3' in 130', ' 6 0 ' .  '70'. '80'. and as' u 
in '40', '50', 'go', i.e. where the simple decade-morph has a final b. 

In each decade, the numbers f rom the f i re t  to  the ninth place, e.g. 

'41' to  '49', a r e  formed by prefixing to  the units a secondary decade 



morph. These secondary decade morphs,  and the numbers fo r  which 

each allomorph is found, a r e :  

20: t ea  1,2,3,5,6 (x, teab 4e7'8 m t s a r9 .  all written 

30: s o  1 ~ 2 ~ 3 , 4 , 6  a, s65 80b7~8  (D B O r  9 1  a l l  written 

40: ~ 8 ~ ' ~ ' ~ ' ~ ' ~ ' ~  m g2b7" m g8r9, all wri t ten 

50: ga 
60: re  1,2,3.5,6,9 reb \ 41718, both wri t ten .= 

(The units morphe of 3.121 a r e  used with one alteration: after a low-tone 

secondary decade morph,  the units morph has  high tone.) Paralleling 

the -tharnbA exteneions of the simple multiples of 'lo', these compound 

numbers  have al ternate longer f o r m s  with the  simple multiple prefixed: 

'4' 81, '9' gill '40' 81btBu Q= B'ibtButhambh, '49' B6rgu 3lbtBul8rgu. 

3.124 Each number f r o m  '20' t o  '99' h a s  shor t  and long fo rms  in f ree  

variation according t o  the pat tern just  shown. Typical short  fo rms  are :  
D C\ 

21 taatllig ssq6q\. 2:tsai1i g'q3Nv 
23 t sasum g'LI(Z&Jm 24 teabBl gva9* 25 t s q a  g * m *  

I 
30 eumtEu N&J'&' 31 sotBie &9.6q1 33 sosum 5qNUo - L Q 

40 matau 44 BSEi 3.~3- 49 a l r g u  q5qt 
50 gabt lu  54 ghBi c u G 
60 N g t ~ u  

70 dint8u a \qv5* 73 t h s u m  
4 

Q ZC4*4sw- 
80 d8tlu a3?6_' 82 d a i  

90 gilbt8u 5Ffl'se' 94 k6Bi 
u 

3.125 Higher numbers.  '100' is A 3 '  , o r  dsthambh ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ' .  
'101' t o  '199' a r e  formed by dh followed by d2q T c ' a n d '  (spelled a s  

t*: 3.22) followed by the  numbers  f r o m  '1' to  '99' a s  above. '200', 

'300', etc. ,  a r e  formed by prefixing the simple decade morphs (begin- 

% 
W'& ning of 3.123) t o  dA, thus: sumds  '300', ~ a b @  E @'500', 

and eo on. Note a lso  top cK '1000', thi *'10.000', and M m  

'100,000'. 5 7Z4' 



q / Z ,  o o , used exactly ae we uee oure: 1.0 7 0 ,  1945 7/i?e)r .  

3-13 Verbs. The ve rb  morph iteelf ie written regularly,  according to  

the etatemente in 2., but in the writing of the varioue aepect part iclee 

euffixed to  this morph,  the following spelling conventions a r e  obeerved: 

The imperfective a ~ p e c t  m a r k e r  -gl ie  written 3 d t e r  7 , n,  and Y. * 
butV('  a f t e r q  and C;. and open syllables, a n d 3  after  4 ,&J, 5, and 

u. The perfective aepect m a r k e r  -Ca a> -bh ie written a' after  C; , 
q, and u, and open eyllablee, elsewhere 4, regardless  of pronuncia- 

tion; but again, theee l a s t  ru les  on the ueage of a' and 4' a r e  not 

always too closely followed today. Thus we have e e r r a - ,  in f r ee  varia- 
\ 

tion with the aesimilated f o r m  a h a - ,  both written 3qq* 'eaid', and 

eimilarly t a h a r r i -  alongaide t sha rh -  &,TQ' 'finished'. Inartificially 

elow l i te rary  pronciation, these a r e  eerwa-  and teharwa-,  hence the 
4 

spelling.. Note d e o  pobbh- 4L1'4' 'ehook down', t q g i -  ZJ 5E'U0 
'aent, spent', n-2- 9\qE;'U* 'gave'. dilbba- IJmnW'U* (acknowl- 

3 
edged to be of a cer ta in  grade of sanctity', h a e b i -  5 ' m N ' L J " a s t o n  

9 
iehed'. The i terat ive m a r k e r  -gln .. . -gln i s  s p e l l e d g  5' after  T,Q, 
and q, but 9 5 ' a f t e r  fJI and and open syllables, and 3 7 ' a f i e r  7. 
a, and q, in every c a s e  repeated twice, thus: phug'in t ehalg'ln 

Zd P l l ~ T . l ~ R 1 * ~  S''making offerings and bowing down over and 
U +r 
over?, t a g h  tagln m ' q  T'w'l'q ' 'looking again and again'. ghgin 

5 5-5 
gilgin c ~ q u c ~ q *  'crying and carry ing on'. The verbal  auxiliary 

b u 9  

d6 'to be about to pe r fo rm (the action indicated by the head of the con- 

etruction)' is spelled in  a wholly i r r egu la r  fashion: 94N: thue: 
\ 

lebdh V ~ O Q * q & J N e ' a b o u t  to  reach (somewhere) ' ,  phuda 

~ ~ ~ ~ ; Y N ' ' a b o u t  t o  take off £lying'. The verbal  referent  marker  
U 

CI a 
-bi a, -w'i ie  written with 4 o r  a@ , with U and a alternating a s  

1 
6 6 indicated above, t h u ~ :  lrbb511hiidii ifd-qqgl;y'in order  to 

ehalce down (some fruit) ' ,  dhwidapa ' the des i re  to  

.% - - 
go', y i r  lapwika m2naqr)hrb U1q~~~w~~417'U*P17~'4~~ 
'(he) did not give the o rde r  to  a r i s e  (from a prone position)'. 



3-14 The nominal referent marker  in CT i s  of a curious shape: 

after consonants: [+@ m , n l r l l l b  .U tglgmg] ru af ter  vowels: [ (se  ty1la 
u 6 

(ty1 Q, ->uU ~l (>6 *'u +yl)O- t& TU t f i  1. This marker i s  

written 3 after 5, q and q, but 3' after q l 4 ,  q, a d  q, and 

q e a f t e r  V[ and C;; af ter  open written syllables, i.e. those ending in no 
n 

written consonant symbol, i s  added, but if already ie written in 7 
this position,- i s  simply to it as a superscript .  The actor 

marker ,  which in CT eerves a s  a formal mark dividing the verbs of the 

language into two form-classes ,  those requiring i t s  presence a s  an 

overt marker  of the actor-expression in predication8 in which such 

verbs a r e  involved, and those requiring i t s  z e ro  counterpart,  ie identi- 

cal in shape with the above after consonants; af ter  vowels i t  appeare a s  

U 6 [>ea m dipe r, >uU r, >a0- t m  , tti 1. It i s  spelled a s  the nominal 

referent marker  i s ,  but with the addition of w, thus: 3w', etc.,  and in 

written syllables ending with is replaced by N, and in writ- 

ten syllables ending in no consonant-symbol, the is added a s  a final 

writt 

9' 
.en consonant-symbol. The locative marke r  dii is written 5' after 

and a, otherwise regularly . 
U 7 

3.2 In addition to  the above orthographic conventions for certain form- 

c lasses ,  the fact that the writing eystem makes no provision for record- 

ing certain important morphological processes  of the language leads to 

more  irregulari ty.  

3.21 There a r e  a considerable number of morphologically determined 

morpheme alternants in CT, covered by spelling-conventions by which 

the script  represents only the shortest  and simplest  of two or  more  

related morphs no mat ter  which one occure in the colloquial forms.  

Thus the secondary decade-morpheme for '30' is always written *so' 

no matter  which of the four morphs eo, sb, sob, so r  actually occurs. 

The same is t rue  of many common words in other segments of the 

vocabulary a s  well. The following l i s t  gives some of the most import- 

ant words of thie sort .  In many groups, the leading fo rm,  matching the 

spelling, does not occur in CT colloquial at  a l l ,  s o  that the meaning 

given i s  l i terary  o r  even hypothetical; but the other forms a r e  actual: 



ka ZIq 3. 'word, order '  m kab- [kabdkn K J T ~ ~ $ ~  'a rebule'] 

m k m -  [kandhr ~~~~~~ 'Kangyur' (aection of the canon). 
c\ u 

k a n g  aly?y 'a requeet'] m ka- [kadi  'a chastieement']. 

ku U' 'body' m k u m d h  N'U .1 55' 'preeence' m kun& w.3 '  'wife' 
3 Q .Elm 
m kur&b fl'5-a' 'prone' m k h d z h m  f l * u & ~ ' ~ l a c e  where a 

Q 

lama cuetomarily meditatee' m ku* ;;;(Shy N 'kindneae'. 
U 

gt 'virtue' m gsnden 7q'$y ' Vir tue-Poeses~ing '  (PN). 
4 

gb a' 'door' m gbndta $ f 2 q ~ " l o c k  on a door'. 
7 

' 'mouth' m khablbg ILI'gqw'prone' m *hamah P'JJ &' 'legal - 
case' m khaltn 'a mock fight'. 

5 ' 'horee' m tabdag 5'&q1 'horee race'. 

t&? 'that' m t & n Q  rr.ru - t l n Q  'like that'. 
4 

'food' m tobtae RI'&N* Ifood, article' .  
to 5 5 
tA Z i '  'now' m thnda 5-F' 'now'. 

1 
n I  7 'clothee' a~ namsa TCJl 'clothing'. 

tllhag gq' 'hand' CD tllhancfl 3-l ' emall knife', tllandzk 

T ' & J ~ ~ ' t r e a e u r e r ' .  

P ~ O  &'palace' m phobQkg Sgc 'palace'. 
7 \ 

m2 y' 'fire' m mbnda &J'YTy ' gun ' .  

ea N" earth,  place' m sandzim Q w ~ d a a * ' b o u n d a r y ' .  - 
lh w' 'mountain pas.' m lhbtlligh QJq2J'qT;N'a place-name. 

Io q' ' south' m Iobdag U'gq' 'southern Rock'  lace -name]. 5 5 n, 
Q $ 'sun, day' m f ihear lh  7'qYQJ"at aunriee'. 

Certain other i r regular  featuree in the writing of eome of these 

worde will be diecussed immediately below, and othere have already 

been mentioned above. 



3.22 The ecript ha8 no provieion for  writing aeeimilation, dieeimila- 

tion, apocope, voicing and deaepiration, o r  tone - eandhi, all of which a r e  

important proceeeee in CT. In all caeee where theee phenomena have 

t&en place, and i t  ie  poeeible, by the ueual method8 of morpheme aria- 

lyeie, to eetablieh a baeic fo rm,  i t  ie  thie basic f o rm  that the ecript 

writee, and not the end reeult of the phonological proceee. In other, 

caeee, where lack of the eubject fo rm in certain cri t ical  environment8 

makee eetabliehment of a baeic fo rm impoeeible, the irregular  writings 

a r e  of the eame type and may eafely be aeeigned to thie category. We 

have already met a few caeee of euch writing6 above, in the couree of 

other examplee; more  a r e  given below, and other8 in the text (4.). 

3.221 Vocalic aeeimilatione. 

The change of 6 U t o  o u before -b -w of the verbal perfective 

marker  ie  the moat important repreeent  tive of this category: 2. 
g6- q8f&' 'have t o  do' m &war& ~ I ) ~ ' Z J ' ~ ~  'had to  do'; la < 
'requeot' m l abar2  (i)N'PwqT' 'requested'. 

F' u 
\ -  

3.222 Consonantal a ~ ~ i m i l a t i o n e ,  Place-assimilation of a nasal to a 

following atop i e  ueual, and examplee will be found in the l is te in 2.411, 

2.412, 2.413, and 3.11, where we aeeume aeeimilation if we t rus t  the 

epellinge; atteeted caeee a r e  e.g. g&mba qyU' 'senior in age o r  - 
rank' with *g&n- atteeted by g2gen ~ 9 - q ~  'teacher', and p m b a  
-I a$74' 'to coneult (with aetrologers and the like)' with +Lc)n- a8 in 

1 

kabt6n ~ ~ ~ @ y  f a  rebuke' (3.21). 

3.223 Dieeimilation is r a r e ,  e.g. yiirla for  ydlla ZZJW*U"to a country'. 
U .  

3.23 Apocope: tetlmb < tsumrnb < t s b m b  n d q z q u e e n ' ;  aimd - 4 u 
< eimmh < einma q?&,J' 'demon'. 

3.24 Voicing and deaepiration of a voicelese aepirated initial stop when 

in eecond poeition in a compound, i. e. following close juncture, i s  fre- 

quent; and again, there  a r e  many writings which, although no f r ee  form 

with voiceless aspirated initial can be establiehed by synchronic ana- 

lyeie, can be assigned he r e  with high probability. There  a r e  examplee 

above, e.g. pandzo ( 2 . ~ 1 2 ) ~  compare thendzb (~1 . l '  Thue 4 
we find kid26 q v x y f h d w  many?' alongside the baeic tsh6 dy 
'meaour e'; and epellin-ge like ?u&ilg finaietence' and ' 

u u  



?am&ag wYqgq' 'ear ' ,  with the low tone normal in voiced-atop 

Byllablee contradicting the high-tone implication of the aepirated-atop 

rrymbole. Here aleo may be mentioned eome expreaeione in which the 

usual pronunciation hae a voiced initial in the eecond member ,  where 

the careful l i terary  pronunciation ham a voiceleee initial, in both caeee 

with low tone; the writing ia baaed on this eecond artificial pronuncia- 

7+ 
Y 

tion: sadla  m e6tBh N9J'eg 'tea', tahedZ1 co t l h e t l l % S  'toy'. 

3.25 Tone-eandhi, of w ich we have eeen many examplee above, and 

other8 of which will be found in the text below, ie not written. Thue 

each eyllable ie  written with the tone i t  would have in ieolation, again 

with the methodological limitatione on thie etatement mentioned in 3.22 

above. 

3.26 Finally, there  a r e  a certain number of aimply i r regular  epellingr; 

some of these might a l so  have been included, for  certain of their details,  

in the liste above. The moet important of these i r regular  epellings, 

eepecially aa they appear in common worde, follow here: 

Vutahub \zqw'Aag 'be choked' 

kaq 46 ~5~ ' ~ a . m e ,  halt' 

k h l a  ?lKgm' 'what for '  

tiindo -3 T 7 * q q ' c a t t l e '  

tetlla 52qv 'a whip' for  534.2 q' 'horee'e goad' (3.14). 

togteatgig fi'gzqq 'a bit, a little' 

d b ~  5;. 'do thia! ' 

dilggal $qTnPu' ' ~u f fe r ing ,  tribulation' 
L 

C m  1 C;' ' s tory,  tale'  
U 

d h t h a  ~ ~ ~ ' Z J ~ '  'a week' 

d2 lq<'here' 

dbgdaqq'Bnl"a kick' 

thumP $I;-' 'a epoon' 
u 

neghme qqypq'a 7 'it doesn't mat ter  much' 
Y 

phe q a w t g o i n g '  



d J;Jq 'down, on the ground' 

mlndiig aq. ' 4 ~ ~ '  'ie not' --- 
mhgo 4.7' 'America' 

mbmo $q'&q' 'a puff [art icle of food, fried]' 

t e r n b a r n '  &J ''wife' a -57 
&bo&NgQ' 'king' 

GL 
t l l  g z " d o l '  

t l c rb s i  'Avalokiteehvara' 
4 

r&mo 4Q4J'&J1 'old woman' 

~ q f i  'the following day' 

81 9 9 q w ~ e e e '  

se!q 7$q i' 'gold coin' (3.3) 

eemthe e&Jq'lqq ' sor ry '  
\ 

b t h u r  'epoon' 
- 

6u U7LJIN"live '  u 
- -+  

Beg glmlnddg qq3*&J'759' 'don't know how to. ..' 
0 

N' 'deer; other wild animal (object of hunt)' 

lil u&J' 'remain' 
w 

la128 Q , J ~ N ' ~ ~ ~ ' $ ' Y ~ ~ ,  s i r !  ' 

Iesa  $'q* 'Lhasa' 

3.3 The orthographic conventione and special eymbols for spelling 

Sanecrit and other h & c  words in the Tibetan scr ip t  a r e  properly 

speaking eomewhat outeide the ecope of the present  work, but certain 

point8 should be noted. The Sanskrit long vowels a r e  written by adding 

a eubecript Q, to the symbol for the initial consonant, the Sanskrit 

voiced aepiratee by adding a subecript 7 , and the Sanskrit re t ronexes  

by revereed 5 ,8 ,5, a n d q ,  1.e. by ?, ,7, and p. Note d s o t h a t  



the Sanskrit palatal stop6 a r e  written with the ayrnbole belonging to 

the Tibetan dental affr icates dB&, and <. Thus: Skt. i y, ka 1. 
c\ 0 

am 'tCJ, a)! wg. In some more  sophisticated 

idiolects of C T ,  a retroflex naeal phoneme r) i s  added to  the phonemic 

inventory, a s  for  example in the great prayer of Tibetan Buddhism, 

70mmAqipemthum rulsl ... ni.. . w'&J9 hp 'Lib( q411. A few h d i c  loan- 

words have Sanskritized spellings: miinde a 3 q " a  fee', a s  do a few 
w 7 

eeoteric expressions such a s  f i  5: ' a  mystic syllable of benevolent 
R 

intent', rnhtamriifa &J*<w'\c' ': mystic expres  sion uttered by a 
u 

demon groaning', and the like. 



4. TEXT AND TRANSLATION 



thibtgag dAg rAyi lbdii. 
The story of the jackal and the goat. 

filntsig LhibtBaqtBig Bstag komns fhi5mbi tig e i -  
One day a jackal was very thirsty and went to  drink 

bot6ig 1$ tau thugwitEhirdh tBhimbSr2. kh6 t l h u  thug- 
water f rom a very deep well. When he wae finiehed 

teharnt  fh6mbA thyi t h a l i  tEhir tht)nm$thubbarh. 
drinking the water ,  he could not cl imb up out of the well. 

kht) tEhir th6rnbltt)ndh fi j r i  tEhembb t8hnayk.g thanmdthub- 
Although he t r i e d  very hard  t o  climb out, he  could not climb 

b i rk .  thne kho th6mbhteigpeddmdu fien2 
out. Then he etayed the re  leaning againet the aide of the 

dbparh. togts t ) t~ ig l% r i t e i g  thru d6ne yogbir  2. 
well. Ln a lit t le while a goat came along there .  

khb thibtEqtk fh6mbhnbJla thogne ke  tBhembbr fi- 
He saw the jackal in the well and asked him in a loud 

b$rS. fhbrbJ kigtEen2 thbmbh t t y i  n h d u  Biigparh. 
voice: 'Why a r e  you in the well?  

thru kigyaq dhgge. tena ihibt3aqG lhndu s h r r a .  
What i s  down there  ? ' Then the jackal sa id  in reply: 

terig Bhfag tshepa t3hembb dhg. t&na g2 tEhu eilbb- 
'Today i t  i s  very  hot. So I am staying down 

diy'l n k l a  d2ne teem6 tsegiy8. fht)r&g t2nQa 
here  playing in this cool water .  Where a r e  you 

t&watE&ne kaba dbg'lyh. q6nl& gh G m d u  
going in such a h u r r y ?  F i r s t  come down he re  

m i  ybgne tghu &la teembtsetEig. r e  t h i b t ~ q g ' l  
by m e  and play in the water. '  The goat 

ketEha& th6n2 khb t k b o  Bebiyindag 
heard what the jackal sa id  and believing him 





eamni? thambb tbyi nhgdu tBhogwBri?. tens 
to be honest ,  went down into the well. Then 

thibtBq ti? gbne kho thogga dbg l b m e q  kht) &bdu 
the jackal was happy and  ae  soon a s  he  saw h im he 

~ h n n e  tht)mb& tha  la th6nthubbP d & ~  t&ne tEhim- 
jumped upon h i s  back,  c l imbed out of the  well  and r a n  

bbrb. khb r i  ti? tht)mb&n%du pbrne Bagpa clAg 

away. He left  the goat behind in the well and 

thee6 tEtne kholP ldbba. t_ht)r@ kugpaglg 
mocked him. 'You a r e  a fool,' 

diigparb. lddu di g b d z o  12 Bendi ketBha 
he said.  Th i s  e tory teachee u s  that we mus t  not believe 

labba dPr~ lbmsag d t m b a  t8ag&mbri?. 
something a s  soon a s  someone  t e l l s  i t  t o  u s .  

gandzb k h y q  t B e b j b n l 3  s a m l a  tag-  
We must  consider  before we do anything. 



NOTES 

1.01 On the introduction of wri t ing t o  Tibe t ,  s e e  B. Laufer ,  'Birddivina- 
tion among the Tibetans,"  T P  15 (1914) 64-67. 

1.03 The analysis  upon which the p re sen t  outline of C T  phonemics i s  
based i s  presented  in de ta i l  in the au thor ' s  'Studies in Spoken Tibetan, 
I: Phonemics, '  JAOS 75 (1955) 46-51. For e a r l i e r  accounts  of th i s  dia- 
l ec t ,  s e e  footnote 2 of that a r t ic le .  On CT and the Lhasa  dialect ,  s e e  the 
author 's 'The independent s ta tus  of the Lhasa  dialect  within Cent ra l  
Tibetan," Orbis  4:l (1955) 49-55. 

1.2 The method employed by Tibetan m a s t e r s  when spelling words 
aloud,  and the names  used  for  the l e t t e r s  in  such  a c a s e ,  a r e  accura te ly  
descr ibed  in Bel l ,  G r a m m a r ,  17 ff. He re  we dea l  only with the square  
hand a s  used in  printing; the cu r s ive  hand, widely but not exclusively 
employed in wri t ing,  especial ly  fo r  bus iness  pu rposes ,  introduces no 
new pr inc ip le ,  but i s  s imply  a m a t t e r  of l ea rn ing  the curs ive  shapes of 
the symbols  and s o m e  spec ia l  combinations; i t  h a s  been descr ibed  in  
J .  Bacot,  ' L 'ec r i t u re  cu r s ive  tibCtaine ," J A  1912, 1-78 [ repr in t  pagina- 
tion]. 

2.15 These  a r e  abs t r ac t ed  for  the r e a d e r ' s  convenience f r o m  the l i s t s  
in Alexander Csoma de K6ros ,  A g r a m m a r  of the Tibetan language in  
English (Calcut ta ,  1834), pp. 12-16. Th i s  i s  s t i l l  the m o s t  useful  of the 
older g r a m m a r s  of the wri t ten language; but m o r e  eas i ly  avai lable  a r e  
H. A. J a schke ,  Tibetan g r a m m a r 2  (London, 1883), and Sa ra t  Chandra 
Das ,  An introduction to  the g r a m m a r  of the Tibetan language (Darjee- 
l ing,  1915). 

3.1 Symbols for  s ta tements  of a l ternat ion:  % 'phonological variation';  
m 'morphological variation';  CL'L ' f r ee  var iat ion ' ;  > 'vowel-shift ' ;  
+ 'suffixing'; jd ' ze ro ' .  Supe r sc r ip t s  indicate the governing condition 
for  each var ian t .  

3.12 See the author 's  'The significance fo r  compara t ive  g r a m m a r  of 
some  Ablauts in the Tibetan number - sys t em,"  T P  43 (1955) 287-96. 

3.21 See the author 's  'Morphologically de t e rmined  al lomorphs in  
spoken Tibetan," Language 30 (1954) 458-60. 
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